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Tue Counctn MEETING. 


The report which will be found in our pages this 
week is not a good one. The reporter has omitted 
to state what the reports of the various c»mmittees 
were, and therefore the fact that they were generally 
adopted without comment affords no indication of 
what the Council are doing. Such an omission 
shall not occur again. 


Tue ConrrrMaTion or Minurxes was the first 
subject under notice. The Charter provides that 
this shall always be done before any business is 
entered on, and thereby recognises that it is no mere 
formal matter but one of first importance. It will 
be remembered that a portion of the minutes of last 
quarterly meeting were not confirmed owing to Sir 
Henry Simpson’s assertion that they were incorrect 
—that in fact only a portion of a resolution proposed 
by him had been entered. We pointed ont at the 
time that this was a grave charge against the Presi- 
dent and Secretary if it were true. The resolution 
referred to was passed in July, and our reporter 
noted itas follows ‘I beg to move that the pro- 
posal for a joint conference and enquiry as suggested 
by the Royal Veterinary College be accepted.”’ 
When the minutes containing this ought to have 
been confirmed at a meeting on August 5th, Sir 
Uenry Simpson stated that his resolution contained 
two paragraphs which had been omitted, and he said 
“It 1s a serious thing for anyone to alter minutes or 
to direct that a resolution should not be registered 
in the usual way.” He added that “he had handed 
in his resolution in writing to the effect 
that he had stated.” These positive assertions re- 
sulted in that part of the minutes relating to the 
resolution being left unconfirmed. It seemed strange 
that if a written resolution were handed to the 
President, and he only put to the meeting one para- 
graph out of three. Sir Henry Simpson did not 
at once rise in his place, and object. As the Presi- 
dent was not present at this August meeting he 
could not explain how he had failed to read two- 
thirds of a resolution, but in a letter to The Record 
on Aug. 29th, he offered his explanation, and it was 
as follows—* I put the resolution simply as it ap 
pears in the minutes. 
er occurred after the meeting was dissolved 

appear in the minutes.” It is evident from 


It is obvious that nothing | 





ne mae when the President put the resolution it | 
caly med “ir Henry Simpson says it was, and the 
sina “ayer is that Sir Henry allowed a resolu- 
altered " put and after it was adopted deliberately 
ine hig wu Writing. Whether he did this know- 

6 118 written motion would not have been carried | 
oping that his alteration would escape notice | 





and h 


till confirmed we cannot say. Whatever his motive 
his action was most irregular, and deserving of repro- 
bation. What makes the matter worse is a letter 
of Sir Henry’s which we published on September 
5th. In it he says “I read my resolution from my 
MSS. The President put the resolution by saying 
“those in favour of Sir Henry Simpson’s resolution 
signify the same in the usual manner.” In other 
words Sir Henry asserts that he read a motion only 
part of which was entered in the minutes. We say 
he did nothing of the sort, but handed in a different 
motion in writing to that he verbally made. At the 
meeting on the 15th inst. this serious matter is dis- 
posed of by the gentleman who complained saying, 
*T have the greatest pleasure in moving that the 
unconfirmed portion of the minutes be now con- 
firmed.” Truly a lame conclusion and one which 
we think the President too good naturedly allowed. 


Reports or Commitrer.—Concerning these we 
may say that the Finance Committee show a good 
balance; that the Registration Committee are 
becoming bol ler in their action, and have instituted 
a number of prosecutions for offences against the 
Act of 1881. The Examination Committee have 
arranged that the “ practical” examination shall be 
a more perfect test than it has been, and they have 
appointed a Sub-Committee to consider the whole 
question of our examinations. The Library and 
Museum Committee have obtained a further grant of 
money, and are to organise and arrange their depart- 
ments su that they may cease to be a langhing-stock 
and an opprobrium, 

THe New CHARTER. 

The principles of this were long since adopted, but 
an attempt was made to alter or reject two out of the 
three points upon which the profession has decided. In 
the end the petition was adopted with only one alteration 
of any consequence—viz., the addition by Mr. Mulvey 
of some words giving reasons for the abolition of the 
dual appointment, which the Solicitor had omitted. This 
alteration was opposed by Mr. Jas. Simpson, who, while 


| professing to accept the wishes of the profession, loses 


very few opportunities of damaging the clauses of the 
Charter. If the Charter is obtained before the next 
election of members of Council, we hope all opposition 
to men who have honestly fought against it will be for- 
gotten ; but we must relax no fibre until then, and we 
must take care that no opponent, covert or open, is re- 
turned until we have certainly reached our goal. Before 
a new Charter is finally adopted every member of 
the profession is to be made aware of its contents. 
The motion carried was: “ That the draft Charter, when 
approved by Parliamentary Counsel, be distributed 
amongst the members of the whole profession.” We 
suppose there is no mistake about the wording of this 
motion. It does not refer to the “ petition,” which is 


the document just discussed by Council-—its words are 
“ draft Charter,” and this has not yet been prepared. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


ACUTE PERICARDITIS IN A MARE, 
By Trevor SPENCER, M.R.C.V.S. 


On the night of Saturday, October 3rd, about 
10.30 p.m., I was requested: by a farmer in this 
neighbourhood to attend one of his cart horses, 
which the messenger said was “shivering, blowing, 
and had refused its food thatevening.” On arrival 
I found the patient to be a valuable in-foal cart 
inare, five years old. | The animal had been timber 
hauling during the day and had partaken of its mid- 
day meal very sparingly. The respirations were 
to a certain extent laborious. extremities cold, pulse 
both at jaw and axilla imperceptible. visible mucous 
membranes injected, temp. 103} F, and all food re- 
fused. The history and symptoms led me into the 
belief that pulmonary congestion was the mischief 
with which I had to deal. 1 ordered the body to 
be well rubbed down and clothed. the legs enveloped 
in hay bands and the’patient placed in a comfortable, 
roomy, loose box with plenty of fresh air. I ad- 
ministered a diffusible stimulant composed of spts. 
ammon. co. and spts. wether nit.; aa Zij. in cold 
water, and to this, after two or three doses 
had been given, added tinct. cinchon. co 3j. On 
visiting the patient the following day the dyspnoea 
had almost entirely ceased, the body surface had re- 
gained its normal temperature (pulse still imper- 
ceptible) and she shewed an inclination to eat a 
little grass, carrots, &c., the patient manifesting 
very considerable dulness and depression, hanging 
her head and sleeping between each mouthful of 
food. 1 was at a loss to understand the cause. f 
this condition, and prescribed ammon. carb. 3ij cum. 
P. nucis vom, 3j. in bolus at regular intervals dur- 
ing the night and following day. On the morrow 
the mare refused all food and was in much the same 
condition as at my last visit. Up to this point the 
patient had shewn no evidence whatever of being in 
pain, but as I was about to leave the box she walked 
round the compartment, lay down. looked round to 
her side, groaned, stretched her head along the 
ground, rolled once and rose again. I administered 
chlorodyne 3ss. in gruel and left two doses to be 
given in case the pain returned, all other medicine 
being with-held for the time being. On the next 
day I observed the first symptoms indicative of 
heart trouble, i.e. tricuspid regurgitation, thetjugular 
pulsation being very irregular and the vein stand- 
ing out very prominently half way up the neck: on 
auscultation I could detect an indistinct cooing. 
splashing sound, the heart beats appearing doubled 
and muffled; and much pain manifested on percus- 
sion over the region of the heart. 1 concluded that 
pericarditis was established ; and extensive oedema 
on the following day, over the region of the brisket 
and lower part of the neck, confirmed this opinion, 
Tinct. aconite Fl. in full doses was administered ut 
regular intervals, and an occasional dose of mag 
sulph. until a satisfactory condition of the bowels 
resulted; a mustard and turpentine plaster was 





thoroughly applied over the region of the affects; 
part. The patient was well attended and watched 
throughout but showed no evidence of pain what. 
ever except on the occasion which I have mentivned, 
The same treatment was continued, small doses of 
digitalis being latterly substituted for the ting 
aconite. Quantities of arrowroot, mutton broth 
beef tea, milk and eggs, were regularly administered, 
The patient showed every disinclination to move 
and cast an occasional haggard glance at her side 
as the end approached. She obstinately stood up 
until a few minutes before her death, which took 
place at mid-day Saturday, the 10th inst., exactly 
seven days since the first symptom of ill-health 
was observed. 

The post-mortem examination revealed a quantity 
of serous fluid in the abdominal cavity, excepting 
which nothing abnormal was discovered, the peri- 
toneum appearing quite healthy. On opening the 
thorax a very interesting state of affairs was re. 
vealed; the parietal pericardium was greatly 
thickened with inflammatory product, in some 
places to the extent of at leat # inch; the peri. 
cardial sac was distended with sero-fibriuous fluid to 
its utmost limit, I having carefully measured from 
the sac nearly three and a half gallons of this fluid, 
the heart and pericardium weighed over seventeen 
pounds, and strips of inflammatory matter nearly 
half an inch in thickness, could be detached from 
the cardiac surface, patches of yellowish-white dis- 
coloration were scattered over the heart muscle 
showing that myocarditis was also well established, 
the endocardium was stained in a place or two, 
otherwise the appearance of this was only slightly 
abnormal, Up to the time of this illness the mare, 
in the words of the owner, had “never been sick or 
sorry in her life.” The case will, I trust, prove all 
the more interesting, in that there was no appte- 
ciable cause for the mischief; there being no 
rheumatic history, injury, or wound likely to give 
rise to septicemia, careful search was made for 
a foreign body but none was found. ‘The great 
obscurity of the symptoms during the first few 
days, may also prove interesting and instructive. 


REGISTRATION OF FARRIERS. 


This registration. of which we have heard very 
little for some time, has resulted in a large number 
of men from all parts of England and Wales com- 
plying with the requirements of the Worshipful 
Company of Farriers. - Up to August 15th over 
38000 Shoeing Smiths had been registered, only !- 
of these have been submitted to examination, but 
we are unable to say when or how the examination 
took place. A large number, however, bad “4 
monstrated their skill by having been winners ° 
prizes or commended competitors at Horse Shoeing 
Competitions held by Agricultural Societies—this 
class numbers 122. nasal 

It may be interesting to know how the register 
men are distributed and we have therefore prep 
from the list the following table. Uf course Lon- 
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Yorkshire stan 
emen but is not far in advance of Devon. 
cannot be accepted as a criterion of the skill resid- 
each district; it is evidence of the frequency 
1 competitions more than anything else. 


Masters. JOURNEYMEN. PRIZEMEN. 


County. 
Anglesea 1 
Bedford 
Berks. 17 
Brecon 1 
Bucks. 14 
Cambridge 5 
Cardigan ] 
Carmarthen * 
Carnarvon 1 
Cheshire 84 
Cornwall 20 
Cumberland 25 
Denbigh 3 
Derby 24 
Devon 36 
Dorset 6 
Durham 26 
Essex 33 
Flint 1 
Glamorgan 16 
Gloucester 25 
Hants 24 
Hereford 3 
Hertford 18 
Huuts 3 
Isle of Man 1 
Kent 31 
Lancashire 59 
Leicester 21 
Lincoln 238 
London 53 
Merioneth 1 
Middlesex 22 
Monmouth 6 
Montgomery 5 
Norfolk ll 
Northampton 13 
Northumberland 12 
Nottingham 13 
Oxford 6 
Pembroke 1 
Radnor 1 
Rutland 2 
Salop 11 
Somerset 16 
Stafford 19 
Suffolk 7 
Surrey 38 
Sussex 46 
Warwick il 
Westmoreland 11 
Wiltshire 9 
Worcester 6 
York 85 
Army 2 


Address unknown, 25, 
Revised List to 15th August, 1891. 
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Royal College 
of Weterinarp Surgeons 


The Quarterly Meeting of the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons was held at 10 Red Lion 
Square, Bloomsbury, W.C., on Thursday, the 15th inst., 
under the presidency of Colonel J. D. Lambert, C.B. 
(Director General, Army Veterinary Department), 
There were present, Professors Brown, Penberthy, Walley 
and ;,Williams, General Sir Frederick FitzWygram, Dr. 
Fleming, Sir Henry Simpson, Messrs. Barford, Burnett, 
Edgar, Fraser, Greaves, Hunting, Kettle, Kidd, Malcolm, 
Mason, Mulvey, Raymond, Jas. Simpson, Trigger, 
Taylor, Wheatley, and Wragg ; Mr. Thatcher (Solicitor) 
a Mr. A. W. Hill (Secretary). 

On the motion of Dr. FLemine, seconded by Prof. 
Wattey, the minutes of the preceding meeting were 
taken as read and confirmed. 

Sir Henry Simpson :—The first business is to con- 
sider the confirmation of the unconfirmed portion of the 
minutes of the meeting of Council held on July 23rd 
last, and it affords me very much pleasure to ask that it 
be confirmed. It will be within the recollection of 
gentlemen present at the last meeting of the Council that 
owing to the absence of the President, I considered it 
undesirable that the minutes should then be passed. 
Since then I have had an opportunity of seeing the 
President, and of talking over the circumstances which 
led to the misunderstanding, and I am glad to assure you 
that he will take care that written resolutions on any 
matters of importance are in future submitted to him 
before they are put to the meeting. The point was that 
I was desirous the exami_ers should be present at the 
inquiry to be held. The President has most kindly and 
generously met the matter by himself writing to the 
President of the Board of Governors of the Royal 
Veterinary College, suggesting that the examiners 
should be present at the inquiry, which I am sure they 
will agree to. Under those circumstances, I have the 
greatest pleasure in moving—* That the unconfirmed por- 
tion of the minutes be now confirmed.” 

Mr. Wrace seconded the motion. 

Mr. W. Huntinae:—Before this action is taken, I 
should like to point out that the explanation offered by 
Sir Henry Simpson does not touch the question at all. 
The argument is not whether the examiners should at- 
tend before the College or not, but whether the minutes 
should or should not be confirmed, and whether, where 
they are objected to, reasons should be given for that 
objection. Sir Henry Simpson’s reasons for objecting 
tu the minutes were a distinct denial that the resolution 
he had passed was the same as that upon the minutes, 
That is a very serious accusation, affecting the Secretary 
and, more or less, the President, and I think it is neces- 
sary for this Council tu have the matter thoroughly 
cleared up, independent of whether Sir Henry Simpson’s 
resolution was good, bad, or indifferent. If the Secretary 
is to blame or if the President is to blame for this reso- 
lution being improperly put upon the minutes, we should 
mark our sense of their conduct. If, on the other 
hand, they are right in not putting it upon the minutes, 
it is due to this Council that Sir Henry Simpson should 
offer an explanation why he objected to them. It has 
been said that his written resolution was different to his 
verbal resolution, and of that, as far as my own memory 
goes, there is no doubt whatever. If any member of 
this council is to be allowed to alter a verbal resolution 
when it is put in writing, either immediately after the 
motion is put, or next day, it is a gross irregularity which 
should be objected to at once. I would also say that this 


is somewhat of a personal questiou, and that no member 
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of this Council ought to remain under the imputation of 
having handed in a written resolution totally different to 
that which he verbally proposed. 

The Prestpent :—I should like to be ‘allowed to say, 
as Sir Henry Simpson has told you, that I have com- 
municated with the Board of Governors, and I should be 
glad if the course suggested by Sir Henry Simpson is 
approved of by this Council. _I am perfectly satisfied 
that he intended no imputation upon me or upon the 
Secretary. It appears to have been the custom formerly 
for resolutions to be written out before they were put 
from the chair. I think if that were carried out in 
future, all cause of misunderstanding would be removed. 
As faras Iam concerned, I am perfectly satisfied that 
the course Sir Henry Simpson has taken is the 
best. 

Mr. Kipp :—I raised a question at the last special 
meeting with respect to the minutes. I contended that 
the minutes of a regular quarterly meeting could not be 
confirmed at a special meeting. Sir Henry has moved 
to-day that the unconfirmed portion be confirmed: I do 
not see why they should not be all confirmed at 
one time. 

The unconfirmed portion of the minutes of the last 
quarterly meeting were then confirmed. 


PRESENTATIONS. 


Presentations to the Library of Volume III of The 
Veterinary Kecord, “Vaccine and Vaccination,’ the 
Annual Report of the Veterinary Department of the 
Board of Agriculture for 1890, a Report from the 
Superior School of Veterinary Medicine of Milan, and 
a Report of the Bombay Veterinary College, were 
announced, 

The Secretary announced that a specimen of a 
mummified calf, taken by a butcher from the uterus of 
a fat cow, had been presented by Prof. Axe. 

On the motion of Capt. Raymonp, seconded by Mr. 
Peter Taytor, a vote of thanks was accorded to 
the donors. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letter from Prof. McCauu ve the New Charter. 

Memorial from the Border Counties Veterinary Medi- 
cal Society, expressing disappointment that no provision 
had been made for a more equitable mode of electing 
aepresentatives of the Profession on the Council, and 
praying the Cevrc!l to trke the matier into their earnest 
consideration, 

Letter from Mr. Kenpau thanking the Council for 
electing him an Honorary Associate. 

Letter from Dr. Yo resigning his examinership, 

Letter from the Royal Agricultwral and Commercial 
Society of British Guiana, stating they had forwarded two 
newspapers containing reports of meetings of the Society, 
and asking for information regarding the epidemic cattle 
disease prevailing in the colony, reference to which was 
made therein, It was suggested by Mr. James Simpson 
that possibly the professional Journals would supply the 
information required. 

Reports of experiments with Dr. Kocu’s Tusercu.in 
from Professors McCauu and Wa..ey. 

Mr. Jas. Simpson proposed and Prof. Wri.1aMs 
seconded, “That the Committee appointed to enquire 
into the merits of Koch’s Tuberculin be re-elected, to 
consist of the old members, with the exception of those 
no lounger on the Council.” 

Sir Henry Simpson questioned the necessity of re- | 
electing the committee, which he maintained had been 
appointed for a special purpose and would continue to 
exist until that purpose had been accomplished. 

Mr. TratcHer (Solicitor, thought it was desirable that 
the committee should be re-appointed, as there was some 
doubt as to whether it continued to exist or not, and it 





had large powers of dealing with money. The bye-law 


upon the subject was open to question as to its meaning: 
“ The Council shall elect from its members a committe 
of Finance with such other committees as may be deemed 
necessary ; and shall also annually elect two auditor,” 
It would be better to re-appoint the committee, 
therefore. 

The motion was then agreed to. 


Finance CoMMITTEE. 


The Secretary read the report of the Finane 
Committee. 

Mr. F. W. Wrace moved, and Dr. FLEMING seconded, 
“ That the report of the Finance committee be received 
and adopted, and that the Council authorise the Treasurer 
to draw cheques to meet liabilities;” which was 
agreed to. 

REGISTRATION CoMMITTEE. 


The Secretary read the report of the Registration 
committee. 

Sir Henry Simpson moved and Mr. Peter Taytor 
seconded “That the report be received and adopted.” 

Mr. Huntine :—I beg tv propose an amendment to 
that. There is a man ordered to be struck off the rolls 
for embezzlement, and I ask this Council to show hima 
little mercy. He was accused and convicted of: en- 
bezzling the sum of 17s. 6d. for which he was sentenced 
to two months’ imprisonment. He writes explainiug 
that the man who prosecuted him was his former em- 
ployer, that the prosecution was not instituted until he 
had left him, and that it was actuated by motives of spite 
and retaliation for having left him. I think, consider- 
ing that he is only a registered practitioner, he was not 
likely to know the registration law, and as he has 
already undergone two months’ imprisonment, it is rather 
hard that his only title for continuing to practice his 
calling should be taken away from him. 

Sir Henry Simpson :—May I add to my resolution, 
“ That the Seal be aftixed to the Authorities to prose- 
cute the following persons: Philip Payne, Robinson and 
Truant, Walker Cousins and Willet and Nephew, aud 
that the name of Mr. F. G. Baker be removed from the 
rolls on the ground that he has been convicted of 
embezzlement.” 

Mr. Prerer Taytor seconded the addition to Sir 
Henry Simpson’s motion, which, in its entirety, wis 
then agreed to. 


EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 


The SzcreTaRy read the report of the Exam 
nation Committee. 

On the motion of Professor WALLEY, seconded by Mr. 
Peter Tay or, the report was adopted. 


LiBRARY AND Museum CoMMITTEE. 


The SxcreTary read the report of the Library aud 
Museum Committee. aes 
Mr. Peter TayiLor proposed and Mr. Mvuv# 
seconded the adoption of the report, which was 
agreed to. 
FELLOwsHIiP EXAMINATION. 


The Secretary read the report, which stated that “ 
gentlemen had passed, and he announced that the poe 
Fellowship examination had been fixed for the “a 
October. He had communicated with about 30 gent 
men, of whom some seven or eight would be present. ; 

On the motion of Mr, Peter Taytor, seconde 
Professor WiLL1aMs, the report was adopted. 


Tue “FyrzWyeram ” EXAMINATION. 


The Szcretary read the Examiners’ report. f my 

Professor WiLLiaMs : —I am very glad that Hoey the 
students has obtained the first prize. [| ae er 
greatest honour and gratitude are due to 5!T F 
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FitzWygram for the encouragement he has extended to 
the Colleges for many years past, but I think, if the 
question of handicraft is to be introduced into the ex- 
amination the sooner it comes to an end the better. I 
feel very strongly upon the matter, and I am sure you 
will excuse me for expressing those feelings. It isa 
question as to who is the most scientific as well as the 
ost practical man, and to reduce this examination to 
a matter of handicraft is beneath the intention of the 
very kind donor of the prize. 

Capt. Raymonp:—I see on the prospectus it says, 
“ Shoeing, 100 marks” whether that constitutes the mak- 
ing of shoes or of nails, or only the removal and applying 
of shoes, it is impossible to say. The students were 
asked to do what they could in connection with shoeing. 
Asit happened, not one of them could make shoes or 
nails, but if there had been one who could, I have no 
doubt he would have obtained more marks from me than 
those who could not. (Hear, hear.) 

Professor WaLLEY :—As far as the matter of shoeing 
is concerned, we have no right to dictate to Sir Frederick 
FitzWygram as to what he shall do, but if it was intended 
that any marks should be given for making shoes and 
nails, it ought to have been mentioned. I understood 
that the reference to shoeing meant simply the taking 
off of shoes, which every veterinary surgeon ought to be 
able to do, and to directing men how they are to shoe 
under certain circumstances. 

_Genl. Sir Frepx. FirzWyeram :—100 marks has been 
given for shoeing for a good many years past. If the 
examiners on this occasion thought proper to put the 
Students through a more practical test than’before in re- 
gard to shoeing, I do not see that we have any reason to 
complain. The suggestion certainly did not come 
directly from me, nor was I aware it was going to be done. 
I think that a person is much more competent to direct a 
farrier in shoeing a horse if he has some practical know- 
ledge himself. Ido not suppose anybody would desire 
for a single moment that veterinary surgeons should be 
turned into handicraftsmen or farriers, but a man can 
teach others far better, if he hasa practical knowledge, 
than if he merely deals with theory. 

On the motion of Captain Raymonp, seconded by Mr. 
Peter TayLor, the report was received and adopted. 


THE Proposep New CHARTER. 


Mr. Tuarcuer (Solicitor): At the last meeting of 
Council a resolution was passed that I should be in- 
structed to prepare a draft petition for a Charter, and if 
I found any points which I thought had not been covered 
by the committee’s recommendation I was to insert them, 
subject, of course, to the approval of the Council. I 

ave ventured to insert two which I will deal with as I 
come to them. As each member has been furnished with 
a copy of the petition I will briefly mention what I con- 
— the salient points connected with each clause, and 
ao it to you afterwards to discuss them. I do not wish 
: a charter to be approved at once and submitted 
. : e Privy Council : I think it would be more desirable 
— nd should be simply approved here as a rough draft 
— en submitted to a thoroughly experienced par- 
oo meray | counsel to put into proper shape and amend 

y ; ng that he may consider is wanting or redundant. 
aa ased the draft upon the report of the committee 
The & adap ge of the Council in connection with it. 
ee bene clause deals with the first recommendation of 
‘hes — which was carried by the council, and it is 
pt ry member of the College should be eligible to be 
sae a — of Council. I may say that some 
os aceal been made that this clause has been set out 
hs ties ength. I considered it necessary that it should 
mended out, and for this reason. ‘It must be re- 

that the document which is before the Privy 


before them they will turn it back for those materials, or 
they may imagine in the absence of certain information 
that certain facts do not exist, and the result may be 
most disastrous. I think it is better to err on the side 
of having a dozen sentences too many than too few. I 
have therefore set out in this clause the history 
of the College; the history of the formation of 
Fellows, and the test applicable to them; the num- 
ber of Members and Fellows now upon the rolls; 
how many have been examined and admitted; and 
the proportion of Fellows to Members. The next 
clause is with reference to Vice-presidents. That also is 
in accordance with a recommendation of the committee, 
which was “ That Presidents and Vice-presidents shall be 
elected from members of the Council, and that the 
number of the members of Council be increased by six.” 
Then there was a suggestion that the total number of 
members be thirty-two, and that suggestion was carried. 
The only difference now is that instead of Vice-president 
being elected by the members of Council at their first 
meeting, the whole of the members of Council, which are 
to be thirty-two, making one more than previously 
existed, are to be elected by the members themselves ; 
and that at the first Council meeting the President and 
so many Vice-presidents are to be elected out of their 
own number. The reason for making the number 
thirty-two instead or thirty-one is that it would be more 
convenient for some members to retire by rotation. The 
third clause is with reference to the time of the annual 
meeting. The resolution of the Council was that the 
annual meeting should take place on the first Wednesday 
in June, but nothing was said as to any alteration in the 
place of meeting, I have therefore drawn the clause as 
I had it from the Council. The fourth clause is one, I 
think, which will require extremely careful consideration, 
and I invite your earnest attention to it. It is with 
regard to the increase of the examination fees, It is one 
of the clauses of my draft which I am not very happy 
about. The reasons I have set out for an increase in 
the fees are, I think, capable of considerable strengthening 
and I ask your cordial support in making any alterations 
so that this clause may have more weight with the Privy 
Council. The fifth clause, which has reference to the 
matriculation examination, is one that I have added on 
my own responsibility in accordance with my instruc- 
tions, and I leave you to accept it or reject it. Doubts 
have been expressed as to whether we have power under 
our Charter of 1844 to enforce the matriculation ex- 
amination. Without expressing any positive opinion on 
the subject I think it is desirable that that doubt should 
be set at rest. I have no doubt if it is put before t he 
Privy Council in a proper manner they will see it is 
desirable that members of this profession should be 
capable of holding their own in matters of general edu- 
cation. If we have a power in the Charter it will be con- 
firmed, and if we have not the power it will be given to 
us. The next clause is in accordance with clause 9 of 
the recommendation of the committee, as varied by the 
Council. I have ventured to insert the next clause on 
my own responsibility. It is that the registration com- 
mittee should have more power to institute prosecutions, 
According to the Summary Jurisdiction Act prosecutions 
must be instituted within six months of the date of the 
offence, and as we have council meetings but once in 
three months a man may escape scot-free. It is very 
desirable to state all the things that would be altered, 
Originally we did not ask for a seal of recommendation 
from the Council, but upon one occasion we were met by 
the prosecution being dismissed on that ground. I think 
it would be advisable to have the matter settled once for 
all by a higher court, but the Council thought it better 
that these resolutions should be brought before them, 
and that the seal should be affixed. The Act says that 
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“ A prosecution under this Act may be instituted by the 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
but not by a private person without written consent.” 
The act of the Council is evidenced by the affixing of 
the seal, and that is settled by the Charter which says 
that the seal shall only be affixed at a Council meeting, 
and under certain conditions. The object of this clause 
is that the Council shall have power to delegate authority 
to the registration committeee to affix the seal for 
power to prosecute, but for no other purpose. I should 
be glad to see that clause adopted by the Council as I am 
sure it would prevent many miscarriages of justice which 
now take place. I think it would facilitate matters if 
the clauses were discussed seriatim, and resolutions 
passed upon them. 

Mr. Mutvey :—I would desire to compliment our 
solicitor on the way in which he has drawn up this draft 
Charter, and for the lucid way in which he has given 
expression to our views. In clause 1 I see no reason for 
any alterations except a few verbal ones. I would sug- 
gest the addition of the words “ medicine and,” between 
the words “veterinary surgery,” so that the sentence 
would read; “ Should be established for the purposes of 
education in veterinary medicine and surgery.” I also 
propose that the words “be allowed, or the fee for the 
degree of Fellow, but to,” on line 5, page 4 of the 
petition, be omitted. I would further suggest that the 
last sentence but one of the clause read as follows: 
“That since the date of the said Letters Patent 155 
candidates have obtainsd their diplomas. That there are 
now 2814 members of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons of whom 192 are Fellows, 41 of these being 
Fellows by election and 151 Fellows by examination ” ; 
that the word “ordinary” in the last sentence be 
omitted, and that the words, “ Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons” be substituted for “College.” With 
those alterations I move the adoption of clause 1. 

Mr. FRasER seconded the motion, and the clause as 
amended was adopted. 

Mr. Mutvey moved the adoption of clause 2, Prof. 
WALLEY seconded the motion. 

Gen, Sir Frepx. FrrzWyeram :—So far as the clause 
relates to the election of Vice-presidents I see very 
serious objections to it. In every profession there are 
certain very able men whose opinions are of great value 
and whose advice may be of great assistance, but who 
would not be capable of being elected by popular 
assembly, and it has been the wisdom of Parliament,and 
almost all our government councils, to make some pro- 
vision for obtaining the advice and assistance of such 
persons on the Council. For instance, in the County 
Council it is provided that a certain number of alder- 
men shall be elected who are not necessarily those who 
are chosen by the Council. An argument has been used 
that this Council is elected by the constituency, and that 
no one ought to be otherwise elected. It is that argu- 
ment against which I wish to plead. I put it to youin 
this way. This Council is a thoroughly representative 
one, because it is elected by the constituency, and that 
being so I think it should be free to fill the vacant posts 
of Vice-presidents from the best and fittest men they 
can possibly find in the profession. I believe we should 
derive very great advantage occasionally from the pre- 
sence of such men on the Council. I think that the 
objection which has been raised, that everybody ought to 
be elected by the electors is fairly answered by the fact 
that the Council who selected the extra members are 
themselves representative of the profession. 

Sir Henry Simpson :—It is extremely gratifying to 
find a gentleman of Sir Fredk. FitzWygram’s experience 
in public life coming here to state what he has done 
to-day. I need hardly say that I have contended for that 
principle until I have got tired. With regard to the 
working of the clause, I find at the bottom of page 5 this 





sentence: “ Great inconvenience has occasionally arisen 
in consequence of Presidents and Vice-presidents who 
were not also ordinary members of Council having to 
retire from the Council at the end of one year.” Since 
I have been a member of this Council I have neyer 
known of any inconvenience arising, and I do not see 
how it could. Why the members of this profession who 
have already four-fifths of the profession in their hands 
should desire to take the other fifth also is a matter that 
I cannot understand. I believe it arises from their not 
having studied the way in which municipal and other 
institutions in this country are conducted. I suppose 
that Sir Frederick FitzWygram would not be able to 
satisfy the majority here, who have already made up their 
minds, and who are sent here to do ales but carry 
out their pledges. Therefore it is not for me to do more 
than ask the solicitor to inform me what great incon- 
venience has arisen from the present order of things. 

Mr. TuatcueErR (Solicitor) : You are asking me rather 
an invidious question. It is part of the duty of a drafts- 
man to put what we call reasons into the draft. I do 
not mean to say those reasons are incorreet, because to a 
certain extent they are correct, but so far as I am con- 
cerned I am only the mouthpiece, and have put down the 
wishes of the Council and the expressions of opinion of 
the Council, as I understand them. Beyond that, I can 
assume no responsibility whatever. 

Mr. Kipp: Although I take an opposite view to Sir 
Frederick in this matter, I readily admit his opinion de- 
serves our consideration. My reason for believing that 
the members of Council should be elected by the members 
of the profession is based on what has taken place in this 
Council for a number of years past. We have only to 
look at the last election for an example of it. If the 
profession did not return a member to the Council who 
had had a seat upon it for years, then the Council in- 
mediately placed him on the list of vice-presidents, 
thereby going directly in the face of the profession. 
Therefore I believe it to be a mere act of justice to the 
profession that it alone should elect the members 
of the Council, and that the members of Council should 
elect a president and vice-presidents from their own body 
alone. 

Mr. Huntine: [listened to Sir Frederick Fitz- 
Wygram’s remarks as to an academic discourse. It is 
unnecessary to contradict or to object to it, as it has 
very little application to the question before us. Sir 
Frederick attempts to draw an analogy between the 
arrangement of the Council and the veterinary profes- 
sion on the one hand and the inhabitants of a locality 
and the County Council on the other. It does not exist. 
In every district there are extremely diverse interests 
concerning persons and property; in this profession 
there should be no diverse interests, and weshould have 
no men to check us. The Aldermen, the House of 
Lords, and all these checks to representative Government, 
are distinctly put there to steady the ship, to prevent pro” 
gress being too rapid, and to back up vested interests. 
We have no vested interests except those common to 
everyone of us; and I see no reason whatever why every 
member of our profession is not capable of voting for 
good men. There is always safety in numbers ; the pre 
judices of the individual when spread over large numbers 
counteract each other. But when you come to 4 little 
body like this the combined prejudices of three or four 
men may do alot of harm. Leaving the academic ques» 
tion altogether, what has been the practice since 1 
down to the present time? Has it been the practice © 
this Council to go round the country and carefully select 
the best and most talented men, whose sympathies w0 
not allow them to ask the favour of being elected. Many 
of you have known the Vice-presidents : did you ev 
notice any superiority over the elected members he 
Council? I think, perhaps, we had better not, for 
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sake of the character of the Vice-presidents, dwell very 
long upon their superiority. As a matter of fact, the 
Vice-presidents, as a rule, have been the friends of 
the members of Council, and have been utterly unknown 
for anything except having made money in the vet- 
erinary profession. I distinctly say that the worst 
members—I use the word in a comparative and Pick- 
wickian sense—of this Council have been those elected 
by the Council. Just one word in reference to Sir 
Heury Simpson’s remark. It was a sort of taunt to the 
members who have been recently elected that they do 
not possess brains to think for themselves—that they 
were sent here to vote, and were going to vote irrespec- 
tive of right or reason. He seemed to forget that these 
men were elected because they had the brains to think— 
because they were prominent men in the profession, who 
went for this subject clearly and distinctly; and those 
men, I take 1t, never act without thinking, and are not 
likely to do so now; and because they think I have not 
the slightest doubt which way they will vote to-day. 

Dr. Fiemine: I do not like to hear disparaging re- 
marks with regard to the Vice-Presidents. I am sure the 
majority of gentlemen will testify that the Vice-presi- 
dents, who have been elected for a number of years, have 
the welfare of the profession at heart as much as any 
gentlemen who now sit here. They have been accom- 
plished members of the profession, and I think it only 
just to say this on their behalf. 

Mr. J. F. Srmpson said he did not intend to oppose 
anything contained in the clause, since the profession 
had decided that it was a wrong system for the Council 
to elect Vice-presidents. He thought Mr. Hunting had 
misinterpreted Sir Henry Simpson’s remark with reference 
to those gentlemen who had recently been elected on to 
the Council, They had been sent to the Council to vote 
upon the subject matter of the clause, and he should 
be extremely surprised if they withdrew their counten- 
ance from it. He thought the argument used by Mr. 
Kidd against Sir Frederick Fitz Wygram’s remarks tended 
very much to strengthen Sir Frederick’s arguments, be- 
cause the Council had an opportunity which the profes- 
sion had not, by its many Committee and Council meet- 
ings of ascertaining the real value of certain men. 

fhe motion for the adoption of the Claus? was then 
a ——" agreed to. 

On the motion of Mr. Muty : 
Wattey, Clause 3 was < lhewe lg nn 

= Moxvar : With reference to Clause 4, giving 
~ -_ rte po ne fees, I again appeal to the members 
esate: - © increase them to the extent they 
Seoms She — upon here. It seems a big jump to go 
pat guineas to twenty guineas. I would suggest 
we : — and propose that the clause be ap- 
Pete py — = “ fifteen’ guineas be inserted 
it ae F. Stwpson moved that the clause be passed as 

ag te agreed to, 

Ar. MULVEY moved the adopti f Cz 5 i- 
tuti : ption of Cause 5. substi 
wae Sea words “intending students” for “examining 

On the motion of Mr, Perer Tayzor i 

. it was resolved 
tnt the clause be adopted as printed. 
oun ULVEY: I have very great objecti to tl 
eading of the latter part f ~- cong i aellonaad 
“That it has been t ag of Clause 6, where it states— 
i ae 1 the custom for the Council in such 
whether me 8 Mes indifferently select persons as examiners 
is Paced ers of Council or not.” That statement 
toon has been the practice of the Council 
fin “ppoint gentlemen of their own bod ami 

ad that froma the rass Pre wn body as examiners. I 
obtained, down to theo » when the first charter was 
had a scat ply may every examiner that was appointed 
Robinson and Me yee In 1880 Mr. Alexander 

- Archibald Robinson were the two 





first gentlemen who had the honour of being elected 
from outside the Council. From 1880 to the present 
time only seven men have been elected who were not 
also occupying seats at the Council. I say, therefore, 
that the statement here is absolutely incorrect. I pro- 
pose that we stop at the words “such persons,” and that 
the remainder of the clause reads as follows ; “ That it 
has been the custom for the Council in such appoint- 
ments to select persons as examiners whether members 
of Council or not. That in practice it has been found 
that examiners are generally selected from the members 
of the Council. That such elections have led to the 
limitation of all offices in the profession tu a few mem- 
bers ; and that the election of men to a paid office by a 
body on which they may sit and may vote is obviously 
objectionable. That although no imputation is alleged 
against any individual who, being a member of Council, 
has also acted as examiner, yet it is thought desirable that 
the offices of examiner and member of Council should be 
separate and distinct, and incapable of being held con- 
jointly.”’ 

Dr. Firemine: I think you will find that a large pro- 
portion of the examiners are uot members of Council. 
There are examiners in physiology and chemistry who 
are not members of our profession at all ; and, therefore, 
I think our solicitor is right in the manner in which he 
has framed this clause. Selections have been made in 
this Council and out of it for examiners. 

Mr. Mutvey: I meant to have said the Veterinary 
Board—members of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons who are also members of the Examining 
Board. 

Sir Henry Simpson: It is desirable to stick to facts 
in matters of this kind. In the proposed alteration 
Mr. Mulvey suggests we should say that in practice it 
has been found that examiners are generally selected 
from members of Council. That either is or is not a fact. 
I think what Dr. Fleming has said quite disproves it. 
The Council consists of thirty members, and I challenge 
any gentleman to say that within the last ten years there 
have been as many as one-third of the members of 
Council who were also examiners. Whatever may be 
said as to the propriety of gentlemen holding the two 
appointments I think the majority has always been two- 
thirds who were not examiners against one-third who 
were. That being the case I do not see why we should 
be asked to assent to a proposal which certainly is not a 
matter of fact. 

Mr. Huntina :—You will remember that in his intro- 
ductory remarks the Solicitor pointed out how important 
it was for us to strengthen all these resolutions as much 
as we could so that when these things came before the 
Privy Council it would have all the information and 
arguments necessary to prove what we want. Now if it 
is necessary in one paragraph it is necessary in all; and 
in this clause in particular it is necessary to strengthen 
reasons and to show the Privy Council why we desire to 
do away with dual appointments. Mr. Thatcher has, 
unfortunately, given no reasons whatever in’ this para- 
graph; and as far as I can understand Mr. Muivey’s 
amendment it is simply the addition of reasons for 
carrying oyt what we require. It is most important that 
we should give reasons, and that they should be true. 
it will occur to most of you that Mr. Mulvey did not 
mention (but it does not follow that he overlooked it) 
the presence of medical men on the Board of Examiners. 
Itis perhaps a fortunate thing that they were medical 
men, for if they had been veterinary surgeons they would 
certainly have been made members of Council as well. 
We could not possibly have them on our Board, or you 
may be perfectly certain that they would have held a 
dual appointment. [“Nonsense.”] Nonsense! but 
the nonsense is shown by the fact that since 1844 there 
have been only eight men who have sat on the Examin- 
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ing Board who have not been dual appointees. I am 
quite willing to accept Sir Henry Simpson’s remark that 
the proportion on the Council is two-thirds not dual ap- 
pointees, and one-third holding dual appointments. But 
one-third of a Body is a very big proportion, and the 
only reason that it is not bigger is that there are not 
sufficient examinerships for them to have. If the prin- 
ciple of this is agreed upon by the majority and if it is 
necessary, as the solicitor has pointed out to give good 
reasons for what we require, I say that the clause is use- 
less unless Mr. Mulvey’s amendment is putin. I have 
therefore great pleasure in seconding the amendment. 

Mr. J. F. Stmpson said he thought the wording of the 
clause was particularly happy, and he therefore moved as 
an amendment that it be adopted as it stood. 

Sir Henry Simpson seconded the amendment. 

The original motion was then carried. 

Mr. Mutvey moved the adoption of clause 7, which 
was agreed to. 

On the motion of Mr. J. F. Stwpson, seconded by Mr. 
Mutvey, it was resolved that the draft charter be sub- 
mitted by the Solicitor to a parliamentary counsel for 
his opinion thereon and settlement. 

Mr. Mutvey moved “ That a copy of the draft charter 
be sent to the Secretary of every Veterinary Medical 
Association with a request that signatures be obtained 
to the petition. 

Mr. Kipp seconded the motion. 

Mr. J. F. Stmpson moved as an amendment, “ That 
the dratt charter when approved by parliamentary coun- 
sel be distributed amongst the members of the whole 
profession.”’ 

Sir Henry Stmpson seconded the amendment. 

Mr. Huntina proposed as a further amendment, 
“That the profession be supplied with a copy of the 
prayer to the petition for the new Charter.” 

This was seconded by Capt. Raymonp. 

Mr. Huntina’s amendment was then put, and the 
votes being equal it was negatived by the casting vote of 
the President. 

Mr. J. F. Simpson’s amendment was then agreed to. 


RESIGNATION OF Dr. YEO. 


Mr. Munvey moved that the resignation of Dr. Yeo 
be accepted, and that a letter be sent to him expressing 
the regret of the Council, and acknowledging the services 
he had rendered, 

Dr. FLEMING 
carried, 


seconded the motion which was 


ELEction or EXAMINERS. 


Mr. Mutvey moved that Mr. William Augustus 
Taylor, of Manchester, Fellow of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, be elected Examiner in Physiology 
in the place ef Dr. Yeo, resigned. 

Mr. TriacerR seconded the resolution. 

Dr. FLeminG proposed Prof. Haliburton, Professor of 
Physiology at University College, to fill the vacancy, 

Prof. WaLLEY seconded the nomination. 

The ballot was then taken and The Preswenrt an- 
nounced Prof. Haliburton to be elected, the voting being 
for Prof. Haliburton 11, and Mr. Taylor 10. 


Vacancy on Covuncit. 


Mr. Mutvey proposed that Mr. John Edgewo 
Peel, F.R.C.V.S., of Durham, be elected a R -- 
Council as successor to Mr. Simcocks, to fill up the un- 
expired portion of that gentleman’s time. 

Mr. J. F. Simpson moved as an amendment, “ That 
the vacancy be not filled until the May election,” when 
the profession would have the opportunity of makin 
the choice. . 

Mr. TricGER seconded the amendment whi ‘ 
ried ; 10 voting for, and 5 against. saci tins 
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CoMMITTEE TO ACT WITH THE WORSHIPFUL Company 
OF FARRIERS. 


Sir Henry Srmpson :—May {I ask for what purpose 
the committee is to be appointed. There is a com- 
mittee already in existence which was appointed for the 
specific purpose of carrying out our scheme for the regis- 
tration of farriers, and it acts in co-operation with the 
committees appointed by the Royal Agricultural Society 
and the Farriers’ Company. _If you were to send half-a- 
dozen gentlemen to meet the others appointed by the 
Farriers’ Company and the Royal Agricultural Society, I 
think they would be exccedingly surprised to find 
new men sent down to represent this College. I should 
like to ask if any communication has been received from 
either of those two Bodies as to whether the existing 
committee is incompetent or incapable. 

The Preswent said that no communication had been 
received, 

Mr. Huntine:— The question turns not upon 
whether the committee is capable or not, but upon 
whether when once appointed it is a committee for life 
or not. If it is understood that the Committee:is 
appointed for life until, as is suggested, somebody acting 
with them complains of their conduet, it is not at all 
likely that we shall ever get any changes. 

The Prestpent:—I am instructed by the solictor 
that it is not necessary to re-appoint the committee. 

Mr. TuHatcuEeR :—This does not seem to have been a 
committee of this body. It is simply certain members 
of this body to act on a joint committee with the Royal 
Agricultural Society and the Farriers’ Company. | do 
not think we have power at the present time to elect this 
committee. 

It was resolved that the next business be proceeded 
with. 


DATE OF NEXT EXAMINATIONS. 


On the motion of Prof. Wa.tEy, seconded by Mr. 
TriccerR it was decided that the next examinations 
should take place on Monday the 14th of December. 


RESOLUTIONS oF CoUNCIL. 


Mr. Mutvey : I beg to propose the following resolu- 
tion which stands in my name: “That the solicitor be 
requested to ascertain from the Minute Book what 
Resolutions passed by this Council are still in force, and 
that the Secretary be instructed to prepare a book in 
which these resolutions be entered.” | Numerous resolu- 
tions have been passed by this Council at different times, 
but they are mixed up in the Minute Book with other 
matters, and the result is that resolutions ‘of the same 
kind have been passed over and over again. 

Mr. J. F. Suupson seconded the resolution. 

Sir H. Simpson said he thought the process sug 
gested would be a very laborious one. What he thought 
the mover and seconder of the resolution intended was 
that the Minute Book should be searched, and that all 
resolutions which had been passed but had not been 
acted upon should be put in a book, and submitted to 
the Council. 

Prof. Wint1aMs:—Does Mr. Mulvey propose to 8° 
back to 1844 ? _ 

Mr. Mutvey :—I should propose to go back for “a 
last few years. I think it would be for the solicitor : 
determine what resolutions are in force, but I do 7° 
think we need go further back than, say, five years. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


Motion sy Pror. PENBERTHY. 
Prof. Prnsertay:—The motion standing 
name: “That Hospital Details and Animal } a 
ment be made a subject of the first examination. the 
now move rather to raise the question than to 8° 
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motion carried. We have heard a great deal of late 
about the failures at the third examination and the want 
of practical knowledge of young graduates in Veterinary 
Surgery. The full responsibility remains not with the 
teaching school but with the College which grants the 
diploma. It is really our function to see that the men 
have that knowledge which we represent them to lave by 
their diplomas. The short examination occupying the 
time we have now even laid down, in my opinion, is 
insufficient at the end of the course to find out whether 
the men possess that knowledge or not. I mention here 
“hospital details and animal management.”” We know 
that nothing but exercise and practice can bring about 
manipulatory dexterity, and I think it is the duty of the 
Council to take every means at their disposal to insist 
upon familiarity with the work, which will occupy the 
whole of their lives. Yesterday at the examination com- 
mittee a sub-committee was chosen to consider the whole 
matter. I myself was elected on that sub-committee, 
and I am perfectly satisfied that to that committee I can 
express any views [ may have on the point. As far as 
I am concerned that meets the whole of the matter, and 
I leave the motion in your hands, 

Mr, Triacer: I will move that Professor Penberthy’s 
resolution be referred to the Examinati.n Sub-Com- 
mittee. I take this opportunity of saying how cordially 
I approve of this suggestion. Wé want some guarantee 
that the pupils have some knowledge of the manipulation 
of animals before entering the colleges ; and although we 
cannot vote for compulsory pupilage I think this very 
much meets the difficulty. 

Mr. J. F. Simpson seconded Mr. Trigger’s motion, 
which was agreed to. 


ELEcTION OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. Huntina, who had handed in the following notice 
of motion—“ That all committees elected by the Council 
shall be re-elected annually ”—asked that it might be 
read by the Secretary. 7 

This was objected to by some members, and the Presi- 
i was directed by the Solicitor that it was not neces- 

Mr. Huntine: Perhaps it is not necessary, but it is 
usual, and 1 claim to have the ordinary courtesy shown 
to me that is shown to other members of Council. 

i Henry Simpson : I object to it being read. 

Ps ° SecrETARY, in reply to the President, stated that 
was customary to read all notices handed in at each 

meeting, 

: the Souscrzom : This is not a motion which will alter 

. ye-law, and, therefore, no notice at this meeting is 

equired. If Mr. Hunting does not wish to alter a bye- 

# he need not give notice. 
follon Hun tina: Then I will alter my notice to the 
i r : That the word ‘annually’ be inserted 
a word ¢ elect’ in Bye-law 17,” which will then 
ny he Council shall annually elect from its members 

mittee of Finance, with such other committees as 
7 be deemed necessary, &c, 

~~ rage was then read by the Secretary. 

les 4 < Sam to the President, moved by Sir 
tis bechamel ei ee Mr. TrieGeEr, terminated 
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daily distributi Goosz.—A lady has been in the habit of 
who have r Le a plateful of scraps to a family of geese 
an penton. come to her door about th» same time, 
recent occasi eir advent by vigorous cackling; but on a 
to assail vi ion, failing this way, one of the old geese began 
and mnpieorously the brass letter-box, just within reach, 
Speedily ope oy had the desired effect, the door being 
Y opened, the same plan has been resorted to since. 
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NATIONAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION, 


Meeting at Doncaster, July 1891, Prof. Axe in the 
chair. 


INFLUENZA. 


By Principat Wriuiams, New Veterinary College 
y aS, J ge, 
Edinburgh. 





The term influenza may be applied to three forms of 
epizootic disease affecting the horse, viz.—catarrhal fever, 
epizootic cellulitis, and epizootic pleuro-pneumonia. 
Catarrhal fever and epizootic cellulitis are, in my 
opinion, varying manifestations of the same disease, 
whilst the pulmonary fever is most probably another 
disease altogether. 

Amongst the older writers we find the disease described 
by Apsyrtus, a Greek veterinarian, who flourished in the 
fourth and fifth centuries. It prevailed in Italy in the 
fourteenth century. 

Solleysell, a French veterinary author of great repute, 
observed and described it in 1648, and Kanold in 
1711. 

During the eighteenth century a wide-spread febrile 
disease in horses was observed, which was doubtless 
similar to pink-eye. Havemann described it in 1796 
under the term Fauffrefersewhe (Putrid Fever Disease), 
and an extensive outbreak occurred in 1804-5. 

In 1848-9 I remember an extensive outbreak in Eng- 
land of a disease having -most of the symptoms wit- 
nessed in Edinburgh in the winter 1890-91. 


Erizoottc CELLULITIs, OR PinK-EYeE. 


The term pink-eye seems to be an importation from 
America—from one of the inconstant symptoms of the 
disease being redness of one or both eyes, and swelling 
of the eyelids 

Some suppose that it is a new disease, and that it first 
appeared in America in 1872, the actual seat of its out- 
break being Toronto, Canada, where it appeared on 
October 1st, 1872; in nine days it had attacked nearly all 
the horses in the city, and carriages could not be had at 
any price. On 18th October it had reached Montreal, 
and was prevalent throughout Canada. On October 
14th it had reached Buffalo, [7th Rochester, 22nd Boston, 
New York, Brooklyn, and Jersey City, 27th Philadelphia, 
28th Washington, and had been witnessed in Nova 
Scotia as early as October 13th. 

One remarkable circumstance in connection with this 
outbreak, and which, if correct, disposes of the “ con- 
tagion only” theory of its origin, is related by Mr. 
Greene, M.R.C.V.S., of St. John’s, N.B. Hesays, “1 
was always under the impression that the influenza was 
both contagious and infectious till the late outbreak ; 
since then I have altered my views with regard to the 
contagious and infectious nature of that disease. One 
among several facts which I could mention will bear 
me out on this question. 

“ During the month of July, 1872, a horse had been put 
to grass on Partridge Island, in the Bay of Fundy. This 
island is three miles distant from this city. No other 
horse had been near the island from the date of his land- 
ing up to the time of the outbreak in St. John’s, N.B. ; 
and on the 15th or 16th of October, which was only two 
or three days after the first case was reported in this 
city, the horse on the island was affected with the most 


virulent form.” 
In 1871-2 influenza was in London of a severe but not 





very fatal type. 








ee 


“= eo 


226 THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


October 24, 1891. 





The last outbreak of the disease seems to have ap- 


peared in London, Leeds, Manchester, and Edinburgh in | 


October 1890. 

As already stated, the term includes at least three epi- 
zootic manifestations in this country, namely—a. 
Catarrhal Fever; 6. Pink-Eye; and ¢. Epizootic Pul- 
monary Fever, or Pleuro-Pneumonia Equina. 

Various writers look upon the three as separate diseases, 
whilst others consider pink-eye to be a modification of 
catarrhal fever,there being prominent symptoms com- 
mon to both. 1am disposed to arrange the disease as 
an irregular manifestation of catarrhal fever, but dis- 
tinct from the chest influenza, i.c., epizootic pleuro- 
pneumonia of the horse, and that it may be defined to be 
a specific fever, due, in my opinion, to a microbe, and 
haviug ashort but as yet undetermined period of incuba- 
tion. It reaches its height in about three days after the 
manifestation of the first symptoms; and then gradually 
subsides, and convalescence is established in from ten to 
fourteen days in medium attacks. 


CausEs—ETIoLoey. 


Some writers maintain that it arises from contagion 
only, but there are many facts against this exclusive view. 
Ist. Its sudden and simultaneous occurrence in various 
parts of a district or city. For example, a place may be 
entirely free from the disease one day, andupon the next 
outbreaks will occur in many and widely separated spots 
in that place. 2d. Its occurrence in isolated places 
where contact with diseased animals is out of the ques- 


The symptoms may be briefly stated to be as follows: 
Swelling of eyelids, often with diffuse redness of the 
conjunctive ; congestion of the superficial vessels of the 
, eyes, cloudiness of the cornea, and collection of yellowish 
| fibrinous matter or blood-clots in the anterior chamber 
of the eyes. Sensitiveness to light, eyelids more or les 
closed, and discharge of tears; but in {milder cases the 
eye symptoms may not be very distinct. 

Pulse from 50 or 60 in mild to 100 or even 120 in 
severe cases. 

Temperature from 103 or 104 in mild to 106, 107, or 
even 108 in severe cases. 108 was observed in one case 
only in the College practice, and ended in recovery. 
During convalescence the temperature rapidly falls, aud 
in many cases to below the normal—to 99, and rises to 
normal—about 101. 

Gait awkward and slow, loss of tone in the muscles, 
particularly those of limbs, ears, and lips, and sometimes 
marked weakness in the hind quarters. 

The respiration from 15 to 20 in mild to 30 or 40 in 
grave cases; these, however, are subject to modifications, 
as in some horses treated at the College we observed the 
respiration even slower than natural at first, and i- 
creasing in frequency during convalesence. In some 
fatal cases the breath is foetid for some time befor 
| death, and respirations very rapid. 
| Mucous membrane of the mouth of a venous red 
| colour ; tongue dry ; feeces at first dry, but on third or 
| fourth day brown and poultice-like in consistence ; later 
| on, diarrhoea in some cases. 





tion ; for example, the first appearance of the diseasein, Limbs slightly or considerably swollen; urine d:- 
1880 was at a farm in the Lothians at least one mile and | minished, and sometimes albuminous, and in some cases 
a half from a railway station, and during the spring,when | of a chocolate colour, and containing broken-dowa 


all the horses were kept at home ploughing. In a few 
days it was in Edinburgh, and in many centres; but 
whilst Lam convinced that it occurs as a malarial disease, 
1 am equally convinced that it is highly contagious and 
infectious, and can be conveyed from diseased to healthy 
animals with great facility. Dieckerhoff says it may be 
readily communicated to healthy horses by the intra- 
venous or subcutaneous injection of warm blood taken 
from a diseased animal, and Mr, Archibald Robinson, 
F.R.C.V.S., Greenock, says that it can be transmitted by 
the stallion which has had the disease months before to 
the mare by the act of coition. 

A purely infectious disease like the pleuro-pueumania 
wf the ox follows the great lines of commerce, and can be 
traced from place to place with a certain degree of exacti- 
tude, but a miasmatic disease, which may afterwards be- 
come infectious or contagious, cannot be followed from 
place to place. I am therefore forced to the conclusion 
that, like Roman and typhoid fevers in man, this disease 
arising as they do from the entrance of a microbe into the 
animal system, is not due so much to the germ itself, but 
to certain properties which it has obtained from perhaps 
unknown conditions of the air; thatthe germ itself is 
constant in the surroundings of animals, and under ordi- 
nary conditions quite innocuous, but let those conditions 
be altered, the properties of the germ become virulent 
and infective. 

There are several examples of the so-called spontaneous 
development of an afterwards contagious disease.—te- 
tanus being one of the most remarkavle, and the ‘same 
may be said of anthrax, which commonly originates with- 
out any contagion, and indeed, when developed in one 
animal, is only infective to others by inoculation, 

Resasdl microbe (micrococci), which I have invariably 
discovered, as shown in the photo-micrographs, have a 
great tendency to arrange themselves in pairs 
Chey average about 1-2/4)0th of an inch in size, 
grow freely in gelatine and agar-agar, and are easily 
stained with the aniline dyes. Further observations 
and experiments are necessary to confirm or contradict 
this discovery, 


blood-corpuscles. 
TREATMENT, 


The first and most important essential in the treatment 
of the disease is absolute rest as soon as slightest indica 
tion of illness has been observed. 

The animal, if possible, should be placed in a cool, 
well-ventilated, but not cold, loose box, warmly but not 
too heavily clothed with sheet and hood; and when 
bandages do not cause irritation the legs should be 
bandaged. The diet should consist of bran mashes, and 
a moderate quantity of hay for the first few days, except 
_where a horse has been used to and is fond of a lins 
‘mash. In such.a case one pound of well- boiled linseed 
‘should be mixed with the mash every night until the 
bowels are loosened, when, if there be any signs of diar- 
rhoea, it should be discontinued, and dry corn give). 
|The mashes should be continued until the fever has su 
| sided, and then gradually changed to the horse’s — 
'diet. Cold water should be placed within the _ . 
| reach, so that he can satisfy his, often inordinate, t 
night and day. Medicinally but little is required. Re 
_there be marked constipation of the bowels, « sm | do 
of medicinal linseed oil with spirits of nitre might ’ 

given, but, as a rule, it is better to abstain from 4 
ministering aperients. t 50 
| ‘fhe box or stable should not be too warm—abon 
'Fahr. is the proper temperature. Warmer pre re 
the fever is prolonged. This fact has been broug he 
fore my notice by the following circumstance :—* se 
New Veterinary College I have had three loose par 

specially fitted up with hot-water pipes for the so pel 
| ment of bronchitis and other affections of = ia 
_ sages, and found them of great utility. But t .f ckly 
“eye cases put into these boxes did not recover # se 
|as those kept in the cooler boxes, the warmer F elevated 
ings of the animals preventing the radiation of © 
animal heat. ‘adi 
In mild cases, in addition to what 1s already india 
saline medicines are very useful. Nitrate fd Ly 
| dissolved in the drinking water, or, where 
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tendency to bowel irritation, hyposulpite of soda. Ifthe 
bowel complications are attended with great pain, 
morphia and atropia, subcutaneously injected, were 
found to give great relief, and seldom required to be re- 
peated. Where the pain in the limbs was very acute, 
bromide of potassium in the drinking water proved very 
useful. We had no occasion to check diarrhoea, as we 
looked upon it as one of the efforts of nature to expel the 
virus and its products from the economy, in fact the 
“ critical discharge ” of the fever. 

When the heart is very feeble, ammon. carb. in ball 
should be administered two or three times a day. 

Again, when the prostration is great, the patients 
should be placed in “slings,” for, if they lie down, they 
are often unable to rise, particularly if they are heavy 
cart horses. 

When the fever has subsided, as manifested by the 
return of the temperature to the normal condition, 
the falling of the pulse, disappearance of pain, Kc. 
it may be necessary in some cases to administer 
stomachics, such as gentian, nux vomica, ginger, or other 
aromatic and bitter remedies, to promote the appetite and 
assist digestion. If, however, the appetite returns 
naturally it is best not to intefere. 

External Treatment.—If the articulations or limbs be 
very painful, they may be fomented and a soothing lini- 
ment afterwards applied. Aconite liniment rubbed over 
the painful part does very well, and while the respiratory 
movements are painful, the chest should be enveloped in 
hot blankets. After these are removed, the chest may 
be dressed with the above-mentioned sedative liniment, 
and covered with dry clothing; beyond this, external 
applications are irritating and injurious. 


PuLMONARY FEVER. 


Epizootic Plewro-pneumonia or Chest Influenza.—Under 
the above terms a disease is known, which prevails to 
& very great extent all over Britain, particularly in the 
large towns. 

It may be defined to be an inflammation of the sub- 
stance of the lungs and pleural surfaces, preceded aud 
accompanied by an adynamic form of fever, which 
lasts from seven in the milder to double that time in the 
more severe cases, 

It is most probably due to a microbe, the nature of 
which has not yet been determined. The disease pre- 
vails during all kinds of weather and all seasons. Like 
nets cellulitis, it may originate miasmatically, but 
t th me a to prove its infectiousness. 

emvology.— The primary symptoms are very often 
_ 4 less obscure, _ The animal is dull, dejected, off 
tn ge » performs ordinary labour with difficulty ; lassi- 
pe. neanion, and fatigue are easily induced. _Ex- 
. carefully, the pulse will number from sixty up to 
a 2, per minute—during some seasons eighty has been 
oe age number—and the animal temperature will 

au — 03 to 104. Sometimes tbere is cough from 
pon or gong very often, however, there is no 
ra a on the first three or four days. The ex- 
eppetis sepe ears are alternately hot and cold; the 
ee almost entirely lost ; the alvine and urinary 
injested 8 — ee ; the visible mucous membranes 
Gant ip anentiy of a rusty tinge; in some cases 
aa — im the mouth, the tongue is generally foul, 
. — — is “tucked up.” The animal does not 
tos foot at < uscultation does not reveal much at first : 
po he —_ or four days the animal may be said to 

at the re ae without local complications, but 
now and then . panied a hard, dry, painful cough is 
breathing is sme the thoracic walls are fixed; the 
and a line o holon ; the elbows are turned out, 
dt ctenic a rag ends from the eusiform cartilage 
donotes that th o Log anterior spine of the ilium, which 
€ ribs are fixed, owing to pain within the 





chest. If the horse is now made to move suddenly, it 
sometimes emits a grunt or groan; in some instances it 
groans at each expiration, and if slightly tapped on the 
chest with the knuckles it will do so with pain; the 
breathing is catching and short, and auscultation will 
detect a friction sound. Very commonly the right side 
only is affected, in some cases the left, and in rare in- 
stances both sides. 

In the course of the next ensuing two days, the sounds 
of the chest indicate pleurisy, pleuro-pneumonia, or a 
complication of these with pericarditis. From the com- 
mencement of the manifestation of chest disease, the 
breathing becomes somewhat hurried, the pulse assuming 
a hardness of character which it did not possess at first ; 
the number of its beats are not further increased: on the 
contrary, rapidity of the pulse may decrease as the exuda- 
tion on the pleural surfaces advances, and itis not at all 
uncommon for one to witness an increased rapidity of the 
respiratory movements, gradual condensation of lung tis- 
sue, some effusion into the thoracic cavity, and a diminu- 
tion in the number of pulsations. If pericardiac compli- 
cations are present the pulse is marked by a hone “ll 
indistinctiveness and irregularity ; the cardiac beat is 
generally lond and short ; the impulse, however, is weak, 
and the arterial pulsations indistinct. 

In some instances the whole body becomes stiff and 
sore, and the horse is disinclined to move, but stands with 
its nose extended forwards, nostrils dilated, and fore-legs 
apart, presenting an appearance of distress, which is 
heightened by frequent looks at its sides, and by at- 
tempts to lie down, as if suffering from colicky pains. In 
such instances the respiratory movements are short, shal- 
low, and much accelerated, numbering, fifty, sixty, or 
even eighty or more per minute, whereas in the majority 
of cases they do not number more than thirty per minute, 
even when auscultation may detect considerable exuda- 
tion into the lung tissue. 

An examination of the respiratory apparatus by per- 
cussion and auscultation—the only satisfactory method 
of diagnosing chest diseases— will enable the practitioner 
to detect the various changes as they occur. 

Very often after convalescence has been established the 
cough becomes more frequent; it, however, loses its 
painful hacking character, being now louder and stronger, 
In some instances, more especially if the exudate has 
been very abundant, a mal-condition of the system is in- 
duced by the abundance of effete materials in the 
circulation, removed by absorption from the transformed 
exudates, There is much emaciation, imperfect diges- 
tion, capriciousness of the appetite; the hair is easily 
removed from the mane and tail; irregularity in the 
surface temperature; and continuance of the increased 
temperature of the body, as indicated by the thermo- 
meter. If this condition of the system be not success- 
fully combated, the respirations again become accelerated 
and the ribs fixed; there is flapping of the nostrils, 
which are greatly distended ; the animal again discon- 
tinues to lie down. Anasarcous swellings may appear 
on the chest, abdomen, and legs, denoting the presence 
of hydrothorax, to which the animal may eventually suc- 
cumb in the course of an indefinite period—sometimes 
in two or three days only, sometimes in as many weeks— 
or symptoms of farcy or glanders may appear. 

Post-Mortem Appearances—In very acute cases, the 
appearances revealed by a post-mortem examination are, 
intense redness of the pleural surfaces of one or both 
sides of the chest; the engorgement of the vessels em- 
bracing the visceral and parietal surfaces, and some de- 
gree of effusion and exudation of lymph. In 
some instances, the lungs show but little disease, 
whilst in others patches of inflammation are found 
throughout their substance. The pericardium and en- 
docardium are generally more or less injected, and the 
death of the animal at this early stage generally results 
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more from the cardiac complication than the pleural 
disease. It is but seldom that a case terminates so 
rapidly, unless the animal be kept at work after it has 
fallen ill. ; 

If the horse live for two or three days after the pleural 
symptoms have become manifested, along with the in- 
jection of the vessels, an abundant quantity of serum 
will be effused into the pleural sac, floating in which, and 
loosely adherent to the pleural surfaces, bands of lymph 
will be found. These bands of lymph are loose and 
watery, and the serum is turbid or flocculent. If the 
horse has lain for some hours after death, and the, post- 
mortem is carefully performed, the effusion is clear at its 
upper and turbid at its lower part. 

If the inflammatory process has been less rapid, the 
lymph is of a more consistent appearance, and forms 
over the inflamed parts flocculi of various sizes, or a dis- 
tinct lining varying in thickness, and of a honey-combed 
appearance; but the lymph in the epizootic form does 
not possess the firmness, plasticity, and tendency to or- 
ganisation which is characteristic of that of the spora- 
dic form of the disease. These bands of lymph are 
sometimes of very rapid formation, and they may even 
show somé trace of organisation in forty-eight hours after 
attack. This fact is of considerable importance legally, 
as it is often found that if a horse dies in a week or two 
after purchase, an attempt is made to compel the seller 

to refund the purchase-money on the ground that the 
animal was diseased prior to the date of sale. Old bands 
of lymph, and such as indicate previous disease, are firm, 
organised, of a glistening appearance, and unite the 
opposing surfaces more or less firmly together. New 
bands of lymph, on the contrary, are soft, watery, and the 
parts which they may attach together are easily 
separated, 

In some cases where the vital powers have been very 

low, or where they have become weakened by injudicious 
treatment, an abundant, turbid, foetid fluid has been 
thrown out, partaking much of the character of unhealthy 
pus; or abscesses form in the the lungs, and in rare in- 
stances gangrene of the lungs has ocourred. 
_ The pulmonary complication is generally found at the 
inferior portions of the lung, and in many instances the 
exudate indicates that the process is wanting in the true 
character of plastic inflammation. 


TREATMENT. 


The pathology of chest influenza leads us to the con- 
clusion that when once established it runs through cer- 
tain stages, namely, congestion of the vessels. the 
outpouring of an effusion, and the formation of an exu- 
date. The congestion, effusion, and exudation are 
determined by the intensity of the preceding fever. lf 
the fever is slight, the local disease will be slight also ; 
if, on the contrary, the fever is severe, the local inflam- 
mation will be proportionately grave, 

The duration of the fever cannot be cut short by an 
a and attempts to do this are very often the 
cause of numerous deaths, i i 
a) C to modification by— ever a. _ 

.) Complete rest w i i i 
= ) ee mer henever the slightest sign of ill- 

(2.) By housing the animal in a warm 
well-ventilated loose bo i Fen 
Sali: Matted Genk cael x, feeding upon nutritou 
water to drink. 

(3.) By taking special precautions that 1 
cold wind blows upon it : for it must i cael 
that cold, more especially cold wind, is the common cause 
of the disease, and that removal of the cause is the first 
step in the treatment of all diseases; and again, that the 
severity of many affections is dependent on the « dose ” 
of the cause. When this is heavy or long continued, th 
results will also be heavy and severe. er 


light, 
c s and 
allowing an abundance of cold 


| (4.) By clothing the animal and bandaging the legs, 
_in fact by keeping up the equilibrium of the circulation; 
| for if the vessels of the skin are prevented, by the oper- 
_ tion of cold—acting upon and constringing them—from 
receiving a due supply of blood, internal congestions 
and inflammations are aggravated and often determined, 
| In addition to these rules, the practitioner must re 
| member that the disease, once established, is the effect of 
| a cause which has been in operation for some time past; 
| that the effects, whatever they may be, are the natural 
physiological responses of the animal body to the action 
of such causes ; and that all attempts to remove such 
effects or conditions by other than those processes which 
nature herself attempts, and generally accomplishes, can 
only result in disappointment and loss. 

Seeing, then, that the various changes are natural 
results of the operation of a cause, the practitioner must 
be careful to avoid anything that is calculated to irritate 
or debilitate the animal body. At the the same timebhe 
must be careful to keep the excretory organs in a natural 
condition, maintain the strength by appropriate diet, and 
allay morbid irritability by the administration and ap- 
plication of suitable remedies. 

Medicinal treatment cannot be dispensed with. I am 
in the habit of administering nitrate of potash dissolved 
in the horse's drinking water during the first three or 
four days. Then if the pulse becomes feeble, I pre 
scribe ammon. carb. in ball twice or thrice aday. _ If the 
respirations are difficult or laborious, I order the 
application of water, about 100 F., to the sides for an 
hour or so at a time, if it gives relief; but I have found 
that in some instances it causes excitement, increased 
respiratory movements, even accelerates the pulse, and 
elevates the temperature. When such is the case, I 
have it discontiaued. In very rare instances, when the 
commencement of convalescence is delayed, where it 
seems the exudate does not seem to break up and become 
absorbed, I have, in addition to administering iodide of 
potassium and colchicum, applied, with advantage, 4 
weak ointment of the green iodide of mercury to the 
sides, but I never in the earlier stages employ the 8 
called counter irritation, or when a case progresses 
favourably, as I consider that irritants of all kinds in- 
crease the mortality, by elevating the temperature, 
increasing the respiratory movements and action of the 
heart, and by inducing a blocking up of the lymph 
stream, prevent the absorbtion of the inflammatory 
products from the lungs and pleural surfaces, and thus 
often induce a fatal hydrothorax. 
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NEW VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


The winter session at the New Veterinary College, 


Leith Walk, was opened in the presence of a very _— 
gathering. The Earl of Lauderdale was to mnt 
sided on the occasion, but wrote at the last moment a 
he would be unable to be present owing to 4 severe 
tack of iliness. 300 
Professor Wii1ams proposed that Dr. rr 
Macadam should take the chair, remarking that reall 
had been disappointed at not having a peer of the f 
to preside, they had a peer of chemistry, and one oa ip 
oldest teachers in connection with veterinary s¢lé? 
the city of Edinburgh. (Applause). 


On taking the Chair :— d it 4 

Dr. Stevenson Macapam said that he eager 
high honour to be asked to preside cver the aan by 
when the introductory address was to be esr ae 
Principal Williams. During a lengthened Pr associated 
career he (the chairman) had been intimately 
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with the teaching staff of the Veterinary Colleges in 
Edinburgh. Indeed it was 43 years ago, when associated 
with another gentleman now present, Mr. Finlay Dun, he 
bid been assistant with Professor George Wilson, who at 
that time lectured on chemistry to the Veterinary Stu- 
dents in Edinburgh, ever since then, he (the chair- 
man) had been connected with the Veterinary teaching, 
either directly as Professor or as now as Emeritus Pro- 
fessor of Chemistry in the New Veterinary College, 
where, in the Active Staff his son, Professor Ivison 
Macadam perpetuated the name on the list of ac- 
tive workers, his (chairman’s) services in veterinary science 
were not therefore of yesterday. Those present at the 
meeting, and especially the students, might congratulate 
themselves on assembling under the roof of this splendidly 
equipped College, with its spacious and well ventilated 
class rooms, itsairy dissecting rooms and clinical labora- 
tories ; its well furnished museum; its well patronised 
forges ; its infirmary with all appliances for the treatment 
of diseases among the lower animals, and above all for its 
staff of eminent and efficient Professors, associated with 
able assistants and officials in all departments. Indeed 
the New Veterinary College of Edinburgh might fairly 
be regarded as the best teaching Veterinary College in 
the Kingdom. Forall the splendid bindings and appoint- 





they opened the door by which the affluence of heaven 
and earth would flow into them. (Applause.) 

The Chairman (Dr. Stevenson Macadam) said that 
they had now listened toa most interesting and instruc- 
tive address, giving the salient points in the history of 
Veterinary teaching during the last Century, being practi- 
cally the lifetime of Veterinary Science. The successive 
steps whereby any science is evolved from darkness into 
light, and any practical art passes from chance or rule of 
thumb works to intelligent treatment, may at times 
amuse us as we froin our firmer footing look back in the un- 
made tracks of knowledge of former times, but we must 
never forget that the earlier workers had to grope some- 
what in the dark for their science and their practice, and 
thus we have fallen heir to their successes, whilst at the 
same time we are warned by their failures. All sciences 
have passed through a dark age. Chemistry in the Al- 
chemical days and Astronomy in the Astrological times 
were very crude and fanciful in many ways, but we must 
never forget amid all the mystery and sometimes quackery 
of these periods, that modern chemistry owes a vast deal 
to the labours of the alchemists, and that the astronomy 
of the day is based largely on the midnight workings of 
the poetic astrologers. In the same way, the veterinary 
'science and practice of a century ago and within that 





ments, and for the major part of the success which had time might not appear to us as very intelligent, but upon 
progressively attended the College, they were indebted | their failures as well as their successes, modern veteri- 


to the never failing pluck, the indomitable energy and the 


nary treatment has been largely based, eliminating the 


steady perseverance of their distinguished head Principal | useful from the dross, and yielding a more exact, humane, 
Williams, whom, after the letters of apology for non- | and successful treatment for all animals. 


attendance had been notified, he would call upon to 
deliver his introductory address. 

PrinctpaL WiiuiaMs delivered his address. 

After giving a sketch of the early writers of the pro- 
fession, he pointed out that the old farriers knew little or 
nothing about the theory of counter-irritation, nor of the | 
effects of such remedies as calomel, opium, digitalis, &c. ; | 
and it was not until the days of Percivall that such mea- 
sures were brought to bear upon internal diseases. 
Percivall recommended bleeding, even thrice within 
eighteen hours, in the case of inflammation of the lungs. 
This practice prevailed for many years. When he (Prof. 
Williams) commenced to study the profession and during | 
his studentship under Dick, bleeding, counter irritation, | 
and the remedies he had mentioned were invariably pre- 
scribed. Seeing that treatment by bleeding was unsuc- 
cessful, some practitioners, following the example of Dr. | 
Todd, who prescribed stimulants in the case of the human 
subject, condemned bleeding and depressants, and adopt- 
ed treatment by stimulants, a practice which, he was 
Sorry to say, prevailed to this day, and the result of which 
was proved to be no better than its converse during | 
os outbreak of the last epizootic amongst horses in 
a country. If any one liked to take the trouble to 
ace the progress of that disease, they would find, both in 

— andin England, that in towns and other places 
Where stimulants and other drastic measures were most 
extensively employed, the mortality was greatest. Medi- 
om be not yet an exact science, but it was now laid on a_ 
one oundation, The nature of disease and its symp- 
aor being more considered, and the treatment 
‘het a hpsecn A The Professor then pointed out 
aan _ ; a had also been made in surgery mainly 
ye = - har ana of Lister, and, in conclusion, ad- 
len tehhineiael ns — - ey or of the duties that | 
said, the benefit of b - y of the present generation had, he | 
of the yaa oa oth the mistakes and the great truths | 
nahales eal oh even with modern appliances, they, their | 
for the mew, a to lead them to work and to think | 
Selah i ee work nothing could be ob- | 
hale weaonin yan 8 of Emmerson, no matter what | 
a tinker erate mor i - Aeomam > No matter if they were | 
they were doing b er, blacksmith or president, let what | 

§ be organic, let it be in their bones, and | 





THE CENTENARY OF THE ROYAL 
VETERINARY COLLEGE, 
VISIT OF THE PRINCE OF WALES. 


The centenary of the Royal Veterinary College was 


‘celebrated on Monday afternoon. Among the guests 


invited were his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, 
Colonel Sir Nigel Kingscote, K.C.B., the Earl of Coven- 
try, the Earl of Feversham, Lord Ribblesdale, Lord 
Stalbridge, General Sir Frederick FitzWygram, M.P., 


' Colonel Clarke (Equerry in Waiting), Sir C. L. Peel, C.B., 


Colonel the Hou. W. H. Allsopp, Mr. Walter Gilbey, Sir 


| Jacob Wilson, Colonel Leach, Mr Berens, Mr. Burdett- 
Coutts, M.P. Colonel J. D, Lambert. C.B., P.V.S., Mr. 
|G. H. Sutton, Professor Brown, C.B., Dr. Watson Cheyne, 


Dr. Power, Dr. Crookshank, Dr. Sims Woodhead, Dr. 
Buchanan, Professor Axe, Professor Simonds, J.P., 


| Professor M’Call, Professor Williams, F.R.S., Professor 


Daguid, Professor Pritchard, Major Tennant, Mr. A. ©. 
Cope, Mr. Ernest Clarke, Mr. Eccleston Gibb, Mr. R. A. 
Powys, Dr. D’Arcy Power, Dr. Bland Sutton, Dr. Fream, 


|Admiral Field, M.P., Professors Shave, Macqueen, 


Penberthy, Bayne, F.C.S., A large number of students 
of the college were present. and also some representative 
members of the profession including the Presidents of 
the various Veterinary Societies. 

On arrival at the principal entrance, the Prince was 
received by the Duke of Cambridge, by whom he was con- 
ducted to the new wing of the institution, which he form- 
ally declared open. This ceremony over, the distinguish - 
ed company were subsequently entertained at a luncheon, 
which took place in a large marquee erected in the quad- 
rangle, which was tastefully embellished with ferns and 
choice autumn flowers. ; 

After luncheon, the noble CHAIRMAN, who was received 
with loud cheers, proposed the first toast, that of “ The 
Queen.” He said on the occasion of all gatherings of 
this kind the first feeling is one of duty to our country, 
and as 1 trust will ever be the case, naturally and most 
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properly our first sentiment is towards her Majesty the 
Queen. (cheers.) Seeing so large a gathering as I rejoice 
to see around me, I feel assured that you will by your 
hearts as by your voices drink the toast of “ Her 
Majesty the Queen” with all the honours. (Cheers.) 
The toast was drunk with the utmost enthusiasm. 
The Duke of CamMBRIDGE, again rising, said :— 
Your Royal Highness, my Lords, and Gentlemen ,— 
You will easily appreciate the fact that the next toast I 
hhave to give is the health of the illustrious Prince who 
is on my left. (cheers.) The hearty response that you 
have given to this announcement convinces me that 
every one in this tent, from myself to every member I 
am addressing, rejoices to see his Royal Highness taking 
an interest in the centenary of our institution. (Cheers.) 
I have already brought to your notice the feelings of 
Englishmen toward their sovereign and their country, 
and I feel strongly, as being myself a very humble 
member of the Royal Family, that the fact of the 
members of that family taking a lively interest in all the 
great institutions of the country is of the greatest 
possible advantage to those institutions, and is, I think, 
the right position tor those members to take up. (Cheers.) 
There is no man in my experience who enters so fully, 
so cordially, so cheerfully, and so readily into all our 
national undertakings as his Royal Highness the Prince 
of Wales. (Loud cheers.) We welcome him here to- 
day with a conviction that his presence will be of the 
greatest possible advantage, not only to this college, but 
to veterinary science in general in this country. I feel 
assured that he, no doubt at cunsiderable inconvenience 
to himself, hs felt the advantage he would bestow upon 
the college by his presence here, and therefore he has 
done us the honour to come amongst us to-day. (Cheers.) 
Gentlemen, I leave to his Royal Highness any personal 
remarks he may like to make on this interesting occasion, 
and I ask you cordially to join in drinking the health of 
“ His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, the Princess 
of Wales, and the other members of the Royal Family.’’ 
(Loud cheers.) 

_ His Royal Highness the Prince or Watzs, who on 
rising was greeted with enthusiastic cheering, said,— 
{am most grateful to my illustrious relative, your Presi- 
dent, for the very kind manner in which he has proposed 
this toast, and to you for the cordial way you have receiv- 
ed it. For all who are interested in the welfare of the 
Royal Veterinary College this is a great day, as you ara 
celebrating its 100th anniversary. (Cheers.) I assure 
you it is to me a very great pleasure to be able to take 
part in it. (Cheers.) I take the deepest interest in all 
that concerns horses and dogs. I look upon them as our 
friends. (Hear hear.) At the same time we mnst not 
neglect cattle, sheep, and pigs, which are useful to us 
(Laughter and cheers.) It may not, perhaps be out of 
place if I were to give you a few facts on this occasion in 
connection with the college. It was started 100 years om 
by a Frenchman, M. Vial de St Bel, and in those ‘ane 
there was only accomnodation for 50 horses and a aon 
ing forge. N ow I may say, the college stands entirel 
on its own merits, having never received help from the 
pa arg or a from outside, except, perhaps, 

om the Royal Agricultural Society of England 

(Cheers.) Great and important improvements have re- 
cently been effected here; a new lecture room has b ; 
constructed,and a museum and laboratories for the al 

athology and b i i study of 

p: ogy acteriology, besides a large theatre and 
dissecting room for the students, now numb _ 
between 300 and 400, who have the advanta of all the 
aids which th tea — 

€ most advanced science affords Th 
college has done its utmost to make its teaching b “ 
day by day, to endeavour to raise the status of ite — 
and to meet their requirements by introducin een 
college better opportunities of studying the Alege 
nected with other animals than the horse only. (Cheers.) 





The growing importanve of veterinary knowledge and 
science is constantly increasing, from the enhanced value 
not only of horses of all breeds, but of cattle, sheep, and 
pigs, and from the additional liability to infectious dis- 
ease. I may mention that the illustrious President of 
this college has on many occasions acknowledged the 
valuable assistance of veterinary art in connection with 
the military service over which he presides, (Loud 
cheers). I have watched with the greatest interest how 
well the Royal Agricultural Society and the college have 
worked together to their mutual advantage, and also to 
the advantage of the agricultural interest of the country, 
(Hear, hear.) That society has always been foremost in 
supporting this college. In 1842 it granted £200 a year 
in assisting to found a chair of cattle pathology, and 
this has recently been increased to £500 per annum in 
aid of pathology and research, which is now actively en- 
gaged in looking for diseases which have been productive 
of serious loss in live stock. The centenary of the 
college is drawing to its close with most prosperous 
surroundings, and it is with the greatest pleasure as 
well as satisfaction that I ask you to drink most cordially 
“ ~uccess and continued prosperity to the institution.” 
(Loud and prolonged cheers.) It affords me the greatest 
pleasure to couple with it the name of your principal, 
Professor Brown (Loud cheers), whose long professional 
career at the college and his connection with the 
Government Veterinary Department are well known to 
you all, and whose services were rewarded by the Queen 
on the occasion of her jubilee by the Companionship 0 
the Order of the Bath. (Loud cheers.) ; 
Proressor Brown, principal of the college, in te 
sponding to the toast, said :—May it please your Royal 
Highnesses, my Lords, and Gentlemen,—The history of 
the last 100 years has not furnished an account of any 
very stirring events with regard to our profession. 
During that time generations of veterinary students 
have gone out to fight their battle with the world in. 
quarters of the globe, and the vis a tergo of advancing 
science has necessarily pushed us forward to a position 
of some importance. (lear, hear.) Whether or not we 
might have done more in this century is a question 
which it would be useless to discuss now, and if it 1s 
really the case that the records of the past furnish us 
with the memory of something which we would “_ 
forget, it also has left us a legacy of rich hope for the 
future. (Cheers). The modern veterinary surge0 no 
more resembles the original horse doctor aid cow 0 
than the fashionable physician resembles the bar oe 
surgeon and medicine man of ancient times, who por’ 
the protoplasmic material out of which the art of ™ | 
cine and surgery has heen evolved. (“ Hear, hear, a0 
laughter.) At the present moment we have great os < 
for congratulation. His Royal Highness the oe’ 
Cambridge is our president. We have on our ae * 
board a bady of noblemen and gentlemen distimg™* . 
in politics, in art, and in science, and of high wer 
position, and there is little which we can wg 
in the way of the arrangements, and that © as 
1 venture to say, can be supplied whenever a 
want is recognised. (Hear, hear.) When the qu ‘ 
tion of the celebration of the centenary ye hope 
brought to the notice of the authorities ae 
was expressed that his Royal Highness. ~ he hope 
of Wales might be asked to pay us a visit. “1? oy 
assumed a somewhat shadowy form, because We 2” ™ 
the great demands upon His Royal Highness s a - 
we also remember the remarkable readiness wit. ak 
he invariably sacrifices his own convenience en 
and we could not forget that graciousness of manne 


mn 
that urbanity, and what I have lately heard describe 
public as that remarkable good humour with he devolve 
Royal Highness undertakes the duties whie course 


upon him on occasions like this. (Cheers. In 
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of time the shadowy hope assumed a distinct character, 
and now it is an accomplished fact. The Princs of Wales 
is here (renewed cheers), and his Royal Highness, with 
his usual kindness, has recognised the value of the ser- 
vices of our profession in the military and civil depart- 
ments of the State and in the peaceful arts of agricul- 
tural and rural economy. (Bear, hear.) He has done 
this in a manner which forces us, I think, to accept his 
presence here and the words which he has uttered as a 
stimulus which should arouse us to efforts in the 
direction of scientific and social advancement—a stimu- 
lus which, like those obscure but wonderful forces in 
nature, producing such wonderful changes in the earth’s 
surface, shall finally result in an upheaval which shall 
force up the status of the whole profession,and land us 
on a higher level than any to which we have hitherto 
aspired. (Cheers). Sir, on behalf of the college and all 
connected with it, I beg permission to return our very 
hearty and dutiful thanks for the kind words which you 
have used ; and for my own part I can only feebly en- 
deavour to express to you my sense of the honour which 
you have done me in coupling my name with the toast. 
(Cheers). 

CoLtoneL Str Niget Kinescore said the Prince of 
Wales had remarked that the Duke of Cambriege, as 
commander of the forces, had on many occasions ac- 
knowledged the efficiency of the veterinary art. For 
his own part, he would take the other side of the pic- 
ture, and would say that the present acknowledged effi- 
ciency of the Army Veterinary Department was yreatly 
owing to the consideration given to and the interest 
taken in it by the Duke of Cambridge. When his Royal 
Highness laid the foundation stone of the new buildings 
behind them, which it was to be hoped would be a lasting 
record of the centenary of this institution, he used the 
following words, which were not at.all inopportune :— 
“ We live in times of continual progress,and it is essential 
that every department of the State should try constantly 
and continuously to carry out the objects for which it 
has been brought together.” These were words which 
ought to be remembered. As a governor of this col- 
lege he was personally very fully sensible of the great 
interest which his Royal Highness took in its prosperity 
and efficiency. In conclusion, he said he had much 
pleasure in proposing the health of “ His Royal Highness 
the Duke of Cambridge, president of the Royal Veteri- 
nary College.” (Cheers.) 

The Duke or Campringg, in acknowledging the com- 
weer said he had certainly endeavoured to assist the 
ay Department by every means in his power. 
- a the many years that he had been at the head of 
- rmy a good deal had been done to let the members of 
—leanoe knowthat the Army appreciated their value 
a cir importance. The present meeting would, in his 
judgment, greatly add to the interest of the public in their 
proceedings. ‘The speech of the Prince vf Wales was 
facil to attract attention, as everybody nowadays had 
we ae for reading inthe newspapers accounts of what 
the pa gon around them. He hoped, therefore, that 
sahiie rua — a only obtain the sympathy of the 
ie rehed % _. ittle of their money. _(“ Hear, hear,” 
good work thet Pe e — to the public to support the 
annual subserih ah - ege was carrying on by becomig 
they would wee 4 oO vs guineas, in return for which 
ope, and oth e advantage of sending their horses, 
said ; er animals for treatment at the college on 
pressed ate m. pyaar his Royal Highness ex- 
flourish for se a e institution woula continue to 

Mr. Arthor v years tocome. (Cheers.) 
minster, was a 26, Great George Street, West- 
have cost in ail £8 aoe itect of the new buildings, which 
was presented to’ a After the luncheun Mr. Vernon 

; e Prince of Wales by the Duke 


of Cambridge. 





ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Vet.-Capt. Matthews has rejoined the Royal Horse 
Guards (Blue). from Russia, whither he was sent 
some time ago hy the War office to study and report 
upon the system of horseshoeing in that country, 
particularly with regard to its winter features. 


Vet.-Capt. J. Mills has been appointed principal 
and professor of veterinary science Bombay Veterin- 
ary College, vice Vet.-Capt. G. J. R. Rayment. 

An honorarium of 1,000 rs has been granted to 
Vet.-Capt. W. D. Gunn for his labours in connection 
with instructing the men of some of the battalions 
of the Upper Burmah Mounted Police in veterinary 
science. 








Obituary. 





FRANCIS BLAKEWAY. 


With great regret we have to record the death of 
Mr. F. ‘Blakeway, late of Stourbridge, who died on 
October 14th, aged sixty-five. He graduated from 
the Royal Veterinary College, and obtained the 
diploma of membership in May, 1850. In 1877 
Mr. Blakeway was one of the distinguished members 
of the profession selected by the Council as a Fellow. 
In the same year he was elected a Member of 
Council, and in 1881 he was re-elected for a further 
term of four years. This year Mr. Blakeway was 
elected a Vice-President, but unfortunately has been 
prevented by illness from attending. During his 
professional and official career he established for 
himself a reputation for intelligence and honesty of 
purpose which gained him many friends. His loss 
is most inopportune, as in these days of change and 
agitation it was hoped that the profession might 
have benefitted from his clear-headedness and long 
experience, 

As to his private life and local reputation we 
cannot do better than quote a local paper, The 
County Eapress, which says :—“ Mr. Blakeway 
commenced practice as a veterinary suzgeon, in 
Stourbridge, in the year 1850, and continued to 
carry on his profession there till about six years 
ago, when he relinquished it for an agricultural life 
in the neighbourhood with which his family has 
been identified for hundreds of years. One of the 
leases of the Blakeway family at Chaddesley is 
extant, dated 300 years ago, and the connection of 





the family with that neighbourhood goes still further 
hack. When resident in Stourbridge he filled the 
position of churchwarden at St. Thomas’s for about 
fifteen years, and took a principal part in raising 
the funds for the town clock. On the occasion of 
the visits of the Worcestershire Agricultural Society 
to Stourbridge, he acted as hon. sec., and threw 
himself with great heartiness into the matter, a 
large proportion of the subscriptions being secured 
by his personal efforts. He was on the local com- 





| Midland Agricultural Society on the occasion of 


mittee of the show of the Shoropshire and West 
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their recent visit to Stourbridge, aud took a great 
interest in that show. Mr. Blakeway was widely 
known throughout the district, and was held in 
general esteem and respect.” 








EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


THE RECOGNITION OF PLEURO-PNEUMONIA 


‘We have frequently,‘‘saysthe North British Agri- 
culturist,” had occasion to point out that Principal 
Williams, the accomplished Priucipal of the New 
Veterinary College, Edinburgh, had for years stood 
all but entirely alone among the great teachers of 
veterinary science in holding that the lung 
disease frequently detected in American cattle 
landed on our shores was not contagious pleuro at 
all but was simply a catarrhal form of pneumonia, 
to which the Principal gave the name of Broncho- 
Pneumonia Catarrhalis. The Professor's assured 
confidence that his diagnosis of this disease was 
based on the immutable and unshaken facts of 
science, nerved him to remain as firm in his belief 
as the Bass Rock on its foundation while the billows 
of frothy criticism from every quarter spent their 
fury upon him invain. Only last spring, a section 
of the lung of an American beast which had been 
condemned at Deptford as being suffering from con- 
tagious pleuro was brought to him by Dr. Wray, one 
of the Veterinary representatives of the American 
Government, aud Professor Williams publicly offered 
to demonstrate to any body of veterinary experts the 
outstanding differences between the appearances 
presented by this disease and those invariably found 
in pleuro-pneumonia, but no one ventured to take 
up his challenge. At last, however, a convincing 
confirmation of the Professor’s contention has come 
from an altogether unexpected quarter. M. Nocard, 
the great french expert who so thoroughly tracked 
home to its lair the dread scourge of abortion in 
cows, has made an exhaustive examinstion of the 
whole subject, and he has been driven. to the cun- 
clusion that Professor Williams has been right all 


along, and that his critics have been altogether 
wrong.” 


The Law Relating to Dangerous Animals. 


_A correspondent of The Nottingham Daily Guar- 
dian quotes the following :—“< Whoever keeps a 
dangerous animal does so at his own risk; if such 
an animal attacks and injures a person, that person 
can recover damages from the owner of the animal. 
- . . . . Inone case a defendant purchased a 
bull, and was informed at the time that it was very 
mischievous. To this he replied that it was all the 
better, as he was troubled with people fishing in 
his meadow. Someone said to him that he ought 
not to turn it into his field without giving the public 
notice His answer was the bull could himself give 
notice. The animal left the meadow and knocked 
aman down. The result was a verdict for over a 





a hundred pounds, and very strong remarks from 
the judge to the effect that if the unfortunate man 
had been killed it would have been an aggravated 
case of manslaughter The lesson which 
these cases show cannot be too strongly enforced. 
It is never safe to keep dangerous animals. It is 
cheaper to be rid of them at any price.” 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE FLEMING ASSISTANCE FUND. 
Sir 

A long time ago in response to a circular signed by Sir 
Henry Simpson, asking for contributions to a fund in 
aid of Dr. Fleming’s costs in the action “ Fleming versus 
Dollar’’ I sent a cheque, for One Guinea. 

I have had no acknowledgement of the money save the 
endorsement on the cheque, and I have never been told 
what was done with the collection. I think common 
courtesy ought to have dictated some little acknowledge- 
ment of my compliance with the request of the circular. 
I find friends of mine who have been treated in the same 
manner, and they approve my action in asking publicly 
what became of our money.—Yours, etc., 

A SUBSCRIBER. 


PINK-EYE AT FAVERSHAM. 
Dear Sir, 

In last Saturday’s issue of The Record, you ask for 
notes of outbreaks of “Pink-Eye.” I have had four 
cases here at Faversham within the last 10 days. The 
symptoms have been—swelling of the eye-lids, with, m 
one case only, profuse discharge of tears, limbs swollen 
and stiff, full pulse, and high temperature, the highest was 
105.2 F. appetite capricious, general dullness. 

Yours faithfully, Ernest Morea. 


OUR TITLE. 
Sir, - 
Truly, if any argument were wanting, why M.R.C.VS 
should be clearly distinguished from “ Existing Prat 
titioners,” it is very forcibly portrayed in your “oe 
pondent’s letter of Oct. 10th—signed “ Hereditary Vet. 
Yours faithfully, . 
Jas. P. L. Waker, F.R.C.VS. 


(This argument is a very unfortunate one as © oor pod 
Vet.” is a M.R.C.V.S.—what we want is chapter and ae 
to prove the position that registered practitioners yoo 
right tothe term Veterinary Surgeon.” This has 2: 
been done.—Eb.] 
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